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Penn  Fields,  Wolverhampton, 

« January  27th,  1896. 


My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

The  year  1895  opened  under  the  auspices  of  your 
newly  constituted  Board,  the  “  Rural  District  Council  of 
Seisdon  ”  and  to  its  Members  I  now  respectfully  address 
my  “Annual  Report.” 

As  usual,  the  Inspector’s  Statement  will  supply  you 
with  the  particulars  of  the  various  items  of  the  work 
accomplished  during  the  year. 

DEATHS. 

The  “Death  Rate”  is  16*6  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
which  is  higher  than  in  1894,  when  it  was  18-5.  This 
I  consider  was  principally  owing  to  deaths  from  Bronchitis 
and  other  pulmonary  affections  in  the  aged,  which  were 
greater  than  usual. 

The  “Infant  Death  Rate”  has  increased  from  2-8 
to  3*8  per  1,000. 

The  number  of  “  Uncertified  Deaths  ”  has  been 
lowered  from  6  to  4. 

Table  of  Death  Rate  for  the  last  Decade. 

1886  1887  1888  1889  1890  1891  1892  1893  1894  1895 


16-8  15-3  13-4 

15-3  20-9 

19-4  13-0 

13*5 

Deaths  in 

Registration 

Districts. 

Males.  Females. 

Totals. 

Wombourn  ... 

47 

54 

101 

Tettenhall 

29 

30 

59 

Kinver 

23 

30 

53 

Total 

99 

114 

213 
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The  Deaths  have  increased  in  number  from  169  to 
213,  an  addition  of  44.  This  increase  occurs  at  the  ages  of, 
under  one  year,  between  25  and  65,  and  above  65,  as  shown 
by  the  Table  below.  Wombourn  contributes  24,  Tettenhall 
10,  and  Kinver  10=44. 

I  give  here  a  comparative  Table  of  ages  at  which 


death  occurred  during  the  last  10  years  : — 


Years. 

At  all 
ages. 
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1  and 
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60  and 
upwards 
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75 
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12 

41 

94 
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9 

7 

36 
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79 
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37 

89 
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48 

7 

4 

8 

52 
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29 

6 

6 

6 

36 

77 
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29 

15 
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*25  and  under  65.  +  65  and  upwards. 


Causes  of  Death  for  the  last  10  years  : — 


Causes. 
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4 
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Phthisis 
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5 
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Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  ( 
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31 

42 

46 

36 

53 

47 

73 

32 

24 

55 

Heart  Disease 

14 

18 

11 
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17 
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17 
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9 
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All  other  Diseases... 

113 

116 
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91 

95 
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86 

84 
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Totals  ... 
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201 
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264 

236 
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BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  Births  registered  during  the  year 
was  878  or  72  more  than  in  the  year  1894,  when  they 
only  amounted  to  801.  The  three  Districts  all  show  an 
increase,  Wombourn  87,  Tettenhall  80,  and  Kinver  5. 


Wombourn. 

Tettenhall. 

Kinver. 

Males 

98 

42 

89 

Females  ... 

94 

52 

48 

192 

94 

87 

Total  873 


The  excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  is  160  or  28 
more  than  in  the  year  1894. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

SCARLET  FEVER.  These  cases  have  been  milder 
and  fewer  in  number  than  in  1894,  i.e.,  61  in  the  place 
of  140.  The  cases  have  been  very  much  scattered  through¬ 
out  the  District,  it  was  most  prevalent  in  the  Parish  of 
Kinver.  In  some  cases  it  could  not  be  easily  traced.  It 
is  satisfactory  to  record  only  2  deaths  out  of  61  cases  in 
the  Union. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year,  a  case  of  Scarlet  Fever 
at  Kinver  was  notified  in  a  little  boy,  who  informed  us  he 
was  sure  he  had  taken  the  disease  from  one  of  his  play 
mates,  who  had  been  ailing  with  a  rash  like  his  some 
2  or  3  weeks  before.  We  traced  this  lad  to  the  Schools, 
where  he  had  been  attending  for  more  than  a  week,  and 
on  examining  him  I  found  extensive  peeling  on  the  feet. 
I  removed  him  at  once  to  his  grandmother’s,  with  whom 
he  lived.  We  had  him  conveyed  the  same  day  to  the 
“  Cottage  Hospital,”  where  he  remained  81  days  before  he 
was  considered  safe  from  infection.  He  was  one  of  a 
family,  his  parents  living  in  the  middle  of  the  village 
close  by,  and  he  was  frequently  at  his  home. 
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The  matter  being  brought  before  your  Council,  an 
order  was  made  to  take  legal  proceedings  in  this  case  against 
the  Grandmother  for  not  giving  notice  of  the  disease,  and 
for  exposing  the  boy  whilst  suffering  from  it.  The  case  was 
heard  at  “  Brierley  Hill,”  and  the  Magistrates  convicted 
the  woman,  but  in  view  of  the  fact  that  she  was  a  widow, 
and  in  poor  circumstances,  ordered  her  only  to  pay  the 
costs  in  both  cases,  amounting  to  15  shillings. 

TYPHOID  FEVER.  Four  cases  of  this  disease 
were  notified.  They  were  all  treated  at  their  own  homes 
and  recovered.  Each  case  was  pretty  clearly  imported 
into  our  Union. 

DIPHTHERIA.  Although  this  disease  has  been 
more  than  usually  prevalent  in  our  Union  it  has  been 
still  more  so  outside  of  us.  Nineteen  cases  have  been 
notified,  but  only  three  Deaths  registered.  This  is  re¬ 
markable  as  compared  with  former  years,  and  can  only 
be  accounted  for  by  the  great  advance  in  the  system  of 
treatment.  Certainly  some  of  the  cases  were  of  a  mild 
type,  closely  allied  to  those  of  “  Ulcerated  sore  throat,” 
which  has  been  more  or  less  prevalent,  but  at  the  same 
time  the  disease  has  been  distinct.  Out  of  three  cases  in 
in  one  family,  two  unfortunately  died. 

There  have  been  Epidemics  of  Diphtheria  in 
adjoining  Urban  Districts,  and  the  majority  of  the  children 
from  the  families  where  the  disease  occurred  were  attending 
School  in  these  districts. 

MEASLES.  There  have  been  a  few  cases  of  this 
disease  of  a  mild  form,  but  there  have  been  no  deaths 
certified. 

ERYSIPELAS.  There  have  been  7  cases,  arising 
either  from  injury  or  constitutional  disturbance,  some  of  a 
severe  character.  In  no  case  did  it  prove  infectious  to 
others,  and  no  deaths  have  been  reported. 
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WHOOPING  COUGH.  This  disease  has  been  pre¬ 
valent  this  year,  particularly  in  the  Wombourn  District. 
Six  deaths  have  been  reported,  five  of  which  occurred  in  the 
above  district. 

INFLUENZA.  There  have  been  a  few  scattered 
cases  of  a  mild  character,  but  it  has  been  practically  absent 
throughout  the  districts  during  the  year. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFICATION  ACT. 
The  number  of  cases  notified  this  year  is  92,  or  more  than 
the  average  for  the  last  5  years,  which  is  77.  Compared 
with  1894  there  have  been  79  fewer  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
and  8  more  of  Diphtheria. 

I  here  append  the  number  and  classification  of  these 
diseases  notified  to  me  under  this  Act  for  the  last  5  years. 


CASES  NOTIFIED. 


Scarlet 

Fever. 

c/) 
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3 

'  m 
>> 
u 
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*n 

<L) 

'B 

Ph 

Typhoid. 

3uerperal 

eritonitis, 

Croup. 

Typhus. 

mall  Pox, 
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w 

3 
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in 

1891 

17 

6 

6 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

43 

1892 

20 

5 

2 

6 

— 

— 

1 

1 

35 

1898 

33 

9 

.  1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

44 

1894 

140 

12 

16 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

172 

1895 

61 

7 

19 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

92 

386 

HOSPITALS.  The  “  Kinver  Cottage  Hospital” 
was  occupied  by  9  patients  for  5  months  in  the  year. 
By  your  Order  this  Hospital  was  closed  on  October  8th, 
as  you  considered  the  “  Bratch  Hospital,  ”  Wombourn — 
which  is  now  in  working  order — to  be  sufficient  for  the 
wants  of  the  districts. 
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The  “  Bratch  Hospital”  has  done  good  service. 
It  has  been  occupied  for  5  months  during  the  year,  and 
in  it  20  patients  have  been  treated,  12  of  which  were 
admitted  at  the  end  of  1894. 

BYE-LAWS.  I  understand  that  the  question  of 
these  Laws  for  the  “  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  Seisdon  ” 
has  been  under  your  consideration,  and  that  you  have 
decided — subject  to  the  approval  of  the  “  Local  Government 
Board  ” — to  make  bye-laws  on  the  following  subjects  : — 

1.  Cleansing  the  Footpaths  and  Pavements. 

2.  Removal  of  House  Refuse. 

8.  Cleansing  of  Earth  Closets,  &c. 

4.  Prevention  of  nuisances  arising  from  snow,  filth, 

&c.,  and  as  to  the  keeping  of  animals  in  a 
manner  injurious  to  health. 

5.  As  to  Common  Lodgings  Houses. 

6.  New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

7.  Licensing  and  inspections  of  Slaughter-houses,  Ac. 

8.  As  to  Offensive  Trades. 

I  am  informed  however  that  it  is  necessary  for 
special  powers  to  be  conferred  upon  you  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  to  enable  you  to  deal  with  some  of 
these  subjects,  and  that  though  you  have  applied  to  the 
above  Board  for  these  powers  last  July,  you  have  not  yet 
received  their  decision. 

THE  POPULATION  has  increased  in  the  District 
from  12,480  in  1894  to  12,824,  or  844,  i.e.,  Wombourn  has 
increased  89,  Tettenhall  20,  Ivinver  285=344. 

WATER  SUPPLY.  With  regard  to  Wombourn, 
this  is  much  the  same  as  at  my  last  Annual  Report.  The 
Bilston  District  Council,  who  are  now  laying  their  mains 
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down  between  the  Pumping  Station  at  the  Bratch,  and  the 
Reservoir  on  Goldthorn  Hill,  expect  to  complete  this  part  of 
the. work  in  about  4  months,  as  I  am  informed,  after  which 
it  is  arranged  that  Wombourn  will  be  supplied  from  this 
source. 


It  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  the  Wolverhampton 
Water  Works  have  extended  their  mains  to  Oaken,  in  the 
Parish  of  Codsall,  and  several  properties  have  taken 
advantage  of  the  supply. 

Seven  Samples  of  Water  have  been  analysed,  5  of 
which  were  found  wholesome,  and  2  polluted.  Two  wells 
have  been  closed. 

RIVERS  POLLUTION  ACT.  You  have  endeav¬ 
oured,  as  far  as  possible,  to  carry  out  the  views  of  the 
County  Council  with  regard  to  this  Act,  by  dealing  with 
the  sewage  in  the  Parish  of  Wombourn.  860  yards  of 
drainage  pipes  have  been  laid  down  to  divert  the  sewage 
from  running  into  the  brook,  and  to  convey  it  on  land  for 
the  purposes  of  irrigation. 

At  Trysull  also,  you  are  endeavouring  to  deal  with 
the  Village  sewerage,  in  an  experimental  way,  by  diverting 
it  from  the  river,  and  running  it  into  an  osier  bed.  The 
success  of  this  scheme  would  be  greatly  assured  if  the 
storm -water  could  be  dealt  with  separately. 

With  regard  to  the  other  Parishes,  we  all  know  there 
are  many  difficulties  in  the  way,  but  I  am  aware  of  your 
anxiety  to  deal  with  the  subject  satisfactorily. 

SEWERAGE.  Besides  the  work  mentioned  above, 
there  have  been  300  yeards  of  6-inch  pipes  laid  down  in 
Stubbs’  Lane,  Penn  Fields. 


10 


DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  CANAL  BOATS,  AND 
BAKEHOUSES  ACTS.  There  is  nothing  special  to 
report  under  these  heads.  Where  nuisances  have  existed, 
cautions  have  been  given  and  they  have  been  remedied. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  SPACKMAN, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Seisdon. 


Table  of  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  and  of  NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS,  coming  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the  year  1895,  in  the  Rural  District  of  Seisdon, 
classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages  and  Localities. 
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Eight  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  removed  to  the  Bratch  Isolation  Hospital,  Wombourn,  nine  to  the  Cottage  Hospital,  Kinver,  and 
one  to  the  Wolverhampton  General  Hospital,  also  five  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  removed  to  the  Wolverhampton  General  Hospital. 


m 

o 

zn 

c3 

CD 

zn 


Sn 

O 

o 

o 

c3 

r=H 

CD 

•  rH 

cc 

zn 

cS 

IB 

rt 

o 

T3 

© 

•  rH 

CD 

CO 


-n-3 

O 


CO 

CD 


5-4  -rH 
H-=  <—* 

co  c3 


Q 

r— H 

cS 

f-i 

P 

PS 


O 

o 

cn! 

Pi 

c3 


a;  co 
ri  <dd 
h3  QD 

ri  <3 


©> 

o 

00 

r— I 

?H 

c5 

CD 

t© 

CD 

f-j 

-+=> 

bo 

H 

r*H 
•  rH 

M 

0 

n3 

CO 

w 

EH 

< 

H 

n 

«HH 

o 

CD 

pO 

<P 

EH 


D 

fcD 

cS 

«H-H 

o 

w 

pH 

c3 

tD 

>-» 

© 

f-i 

CD 

© 

P 

P 

p 

<D 


Pd 

o 

=H — I 

o 

CO 

Pd 

-+4J 

ce 

(D 


fcc 

p 

•  r-H 

_  qh 
co 

•  rH 

P 

tD 

P 


co 

D 

CO 

1=5 

ci 

o 


D 

P 

'o 

•  I — s 

PJ 

P 

CO 

a 

o 

rH 

«4H 

-H3 

•  rH 

c3 


O 

§ 


WOJ;  © 

©  co  :  © 

C-  rH  ;  -HI  rH 

© 

© 

r-H 

CO 

152 

sas'easiQ 
Jcaq^o  UY 

tC- 

rH 

GO  CO  :  ©  © 

CO  :  CM 

CD 

© 

CM 

rH 

00 

sauinfuj 

• 

(M  ;  •  H  rH 

co 

rH 

© 

9SU9STG 

piuajj 

; 

oo  :  [  cm 

© 

•  o 

!  r-H 

dCsiinajj  puu 
‘tnuoumauq 
‘s^rqouo.r*! 

tH 

oi  t-  :  cc  co 

rH  • 

<M 

CM 

co 

CO 

sisiqiqj 

tH 

-h  ;  '  ^ 

© 

CO 

o  1  •  • 

Gnfiy  |  :  :  :  :  :  ' 

;  1 

.I9A9J 

oriuiunaipT 

:  :  : 

• 

1 

i!.I9^U9SX(  [ 
puu  i!rm[.m:!(] 

rH  :  ;  :  ;  cm 

. 

co 

qSnoQ 

Smdootpw 

* 

--JH  iH  ;  •  rH 

■ 

© 

rH 

sa^apj 


siqadTsiig; 


■B^ioqo 

['ciadionj 


CO 

V 


> 

w 

H 


uisdiqaxx 


panuiycio^ 


dno.iQ 

snomuqui9j\[ 


T3U9qit|diG 


'bu;X,bi-i,bo^ 


XOdTJ'BUIg 


© 


P-H 

D 

© 

p 

P 


CO 

D 

CO 

2  CO 
C3  CD 
«  60 
. — [  Co 

2^  © 
rH  2 

c  s 

^  i? 

>-s  =d 
df  co 


c3 

H-O 

pH 

o 

feH 

r=P 


H-2 

c3 


pioqd^x 
io  oiiaxug 

|  :  • 

snqdXx 

•  •  '  ' 

' 

CM 


c/5 

lO 

CC 

© 

•  w. 

;  ro 

© 

ds. 

■  i? 

Ph 

Q-> 

is 

Ph 

CD 

:  ^ 

H 

CD 

O  i 

Ph 

© 

.  Ph 

Ph 

p 

p 

;  P 

P 

;  P 

P 

P 

© 

_ P_ 

© 

P 

‘  © 

P 

lO 

CM 


spA\dn  puu  99 

tH 

CO 

CM 

PI 

CO 

rH 

pi 

© 

PI 

r-H 

o 

pi 

Ol 

CO 

iapun  puu  gz 

9Z 

<M 

PH 

CO 

iapun  puu  9X 

ST 

-+l 

PI 

r-H 

!>• 

.iapun  puu  9 

9  iapun  pun  i 

PI 

s. 

© 

e- 

i — 1 

iu9h£  i  lapujq 

CD 

PI 

CD 

CO 

tH 

H1 

,  ‘saSu  xi*B  xy 

1  4 

101 

CT^ 

lO 

CO 

© 

ri 

CM 

p 

p 

• 

p 

p 

.2  co 

Ph 

<1 

CD 

■H— 3  H> 

o3  o 

P 

w 

H-3 

pp 

Ph 

O 

PQ 

s 

o 

p 

p 

Eh 

Eh 

H 

EH 

Ph 

H 

K> 

P 

o 

EH 

K' 

* 

M 

Trysull  Workhouse  Infirmary,  10  deaths,  (included  in  the  Wombourn  District). 
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SUMMARY  OF  NUISANCES  ABATED 

THE  YEAR  1835. 

DURING 

No.  of  Houses  Inspected 

389 

No.  of  Notices  on  hand  31st  December,  1891 

. . . 

4 

No.  of  Notices  Served 

• .  • 

189 

Complied  with 

. . . 

183 

Leaving  on  the  Books  31st  December,  1895 

. . . 

10 

Letters  written  relative  to  Nuisances 

. . . 

88 

Bakehouses  Inspected 

. . . 

13 

Slaughterhouses  ,, 

•  •  • 

14 

Cowsheds  ,, 

•  •  • 

72 

Canal  Boats  ,, 

•  •  • 

117 

Houses  Closed  unfit  for  habitation 

e  •  • 

3 

Repaired  ...  ...  ... 

.  .  . 

6 

Limewashed  ... 

•  .  . 

66 

Through  Ventilation  provided  ...  .... 

1 

Houses  Disinfected  ... 

55 

Overcrowding 

8 

Yards  Paved 

•  •  • 

3 

Spouting  put  to  Houses 

.  -  . 

5 

Filthy  Houses  Cleansed 

•  •  • 

2 

Privies  Removed  and  Reconstructed 

•  •  • 

10 

Emptied  and  Cleansed 

•  .  . 

86 

Ashpits  Repaired 

.  .  • 

12 

Privies  Repaired 

.  .  • 

4 

Pan  System  Adopted 

•  •  • 

8 

Privies  Limewashed  ... 

.  .  . 

5 

Drains  laid  to  Houses 

•  •  • 

26 

Repaired 

•  •  . 

29 

Trapped 

.  .  • 

13 

Sewers  Ventilated 

•  •  • 

3 

Cowsheds  Limewashed 

•  .  • 

15 

Ditches  Cleansed 

*  •  • 

3 

Pigsties  Removed 

12 

Carried  forward 

•  •  • 

375 

14 


Carried  forward 

Ceased  Keeping  Swine 
Catchpits  built  to  Piggeries 
Foul  Pigwash  Removed 
Manure  and  other  Filth  Removed 
Pigsties  Drained 
Slaughterhouses  Cleansed 
Water  Supply — Pumps  Repaired 
Wells  Sunk... 

Tap  Water  laid  on  to  Houses  ... 

Wells  Cleansed 
Pumps  put  to  Wells  ... 

Wells  Covered,  Repaired,  Paved  and  Channelled 
Water  Analysed — Wholesome  ... 

Polluted 
Wells  Closed 

Persons  Summoned  before  the  Magistrates 


375 

2 

9 

17 

47 

8 

1 

6 

8 

13 

8 

2 

4 

5 
2 
2 
1 


500 


Total 


